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CASE ANALYSIS ASSIGNMENT

The Case Analysis Assignment is divided into two steps:
1) A proposal and
2) The full paper 
I will discuss these in reverse order, the full paper first and the proposal second.

The Full Paper
The primary objective of this 2100 word paper option is to have you do an analysis of a specific relationship applying the ideas and concepts covered in this course.  To do this, you will need to select a relationship (e.g., one of your own, that of a close friend or a relative, or a character from fiction, etc.) that you know well.  Describe key features of the relationship, especially ones amenable to relating to material cover in HDF 464.  Be sure to make your description explicitly enough so that a reader with no prior knowledge of the relationship gets a clear picture of it.  Then reflect on the relationship from the perspective of relationship science.  Touch on multiple aspects of this relationship such as the initiation and growth of the relationship, relationship maintenance, cognitions, emotions, communication patterns, emotional and/or physical intimacy, etc.  You could discuss issues (e.g., stresses and strains, power, jealousy, fairness) in the relationship, how the partners' personalities, life histories or social networks have effected their current relationship, and/or suggestions for how the partners could improve their relationship.  Interpret the descriptive aspects of this relationship using the theory and research findings from HDF 464.  If the relationship is still ongoing, you might want to indicate your prognosis of its future.  What justification have you for this prediction?  If it has ended, why do you think these partners are no longer as close?  Remember this is an academic paper so you should have in-text citations to specific sources and, as needed (e.g., for material not assigned in HDF 464), a reference list. 

The Proposal
The proposal should provide a preliminary indication of the nature of the relationship you are going to analyze and the relationship topics you intend to discuss. Your task is to apply what you have been learning in HDF 464 to reflect on the relationship. Asking for a proposal is designed to encourage you to start thinking about and begin sketching out what you are going to include in doing that task.  I’d suggest starting your proposal by identifying the relationship you are going to discuss.  Give a sentence or two description of the relationship (e.g., what type of relationships do the partners have with each other [e.g., friendship, romantic, etc.], are you one of the partners, how long has the relationship lasted, what state is it in now, etc.).  Following a brief characterization of the relationship, I would indicate some of the topics we have been covering in this course that you think are present in the relationship and/or that help to understand noteworthy aspects of the relationship (e.g., its developmental course, its success or challenges, the partner’s interactional patterns, etc.)  Minimum word length: 175 words


